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This glossary was created to take the confusion out of common
terms used in hearing, speech, and therapy discussions. 
No overwhelm — just warmth, clarity, and calm
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1. BERA (Brainstem Evoked Response Audiometry) 
Checks how the brain responds to sound. Mostly used for babies or
children who can’t respond actively. It’s done either while the child is
in deep sleep or under mild sedation, depending on the age and
setting. 

2. OAE (Otoacoustic Emissions) 
Fast and painless test to check if the inner ear (cochlea) is working.
Commonly done in newborn screening. 

3. PTA (Pure Tone Audiometry) 
Standard hearing test with pure tone beeps. The person signals when
they hear a sound — often done for age 5+. 

4. Tympanometry (Impedance Test) 
Checks if the middle ear has fluid or pressure. Takes only seconds. No
response needed during the test. 

5. Play Audiometry 
Hearing test through play (like dropping a toy when sound is heard).
Best for toddlers and young children. 

6. Cochlear Implant (CI) 
A surgically implanted device for children or adults with severe to
profound hearing loss, where hearing aids are not enough. It sends
sound directly to the hearing nerve. 

7. Mapping (for CI) 
Tuning process for cochlear implants. Adjusts sound clarity to suit the
user’s comfort and need. 

8. Hearing Aid Tuning / Fine-Tuning 
Small adjustments made after hearing aid fitting. Done over multiple
sessions to improve sound quality. 

9. Binaural Hearing 
Using both ears together for better balance, direction, and clarity —
just like wearing both shoes. 🎧 Types of Hearing Aids – Short Forms
& Descriptions 
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10. BTE (Behind-The-Ear) 
Most common for children. Sits behind the ear with a tube that
connects to a soft ear mold. Durable and safe. 

11. RIC (Receiver-In-Canal) 
Smaller and lighter than BTE. Good for older children or teens.
Receiver sits inside the ear canal.

12. ITE (In-The-Ear) 
Custom-fitted aid that sits inside the outer ear. Usually used for
adults — less common in children. 

13. ITC (In-The-Canal) 
Smaller than ITE. Fits partly in the ear canal. Less visible, but may
not be suitable for young children. 

14. CIC (Completely-In-Canal) 
Tiny aid that fits deep inside the ear canal. Almost invisible, but not
ideal for kids or severe loss. 

15. BAHA (Bone Anchored Hearing Aid) 
Sends sound through bone rather than ear canal. Used for
conditions like microtia, atresia, or single-sided deafness. Can be
worn on a soft band or implanted.
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16. Speech Delay 
When a child talks less or later than expected, but understands well. 

17. Misarticulation 
Incorrect pronunciation of sounds, like saying “tat” instead of “cat.” 

18. Normal Non-Fluency 
Repeating words or sounds (e.g., “I-I-I want”) during early speech
development — often normal. 

19. Language Delay 
Difficulty understanding or using words, sentences, or gestures. 

20. Expressive Language 
The ability to express thoughts and needs using words or gestures.

21. Receptive Language 
The ability to understand what others are saying. 

22. Stuttering 
A speech pattern where sounds, syllables, or words are repeated or
blocked — sometimes with tension. 

23. Auditory Training 
Exercises or games to help the brain recognize and process sounds
more clearly — especially after getting hearing aids or implants. 

24. Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP) 
A trained therapist who helps children and adults improve
communication, speech clarity, and language skills

💛 Final Words from Soulnest.
When you understand the terms, you feel more confident. And when
you’re confident, your child feels safer, heard, and supported. 
Save this glossary. 
Keep it close. And never hesitate to ask questions — we’re here to walk
this with you
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